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Mr Mike Jackson 

 
Ref: TR020002 
 
Dear Sirs, 
The Isle of Thanet nudges out into the North Sea, surrounded on
three sides by the North Sea and the English Channel.  
Its beaches offer some of the most picturesque locations in the
county, people would travel far and wide to holiday on the Thanet
coast in the 60s and 70s, packing up their families and revelling in
the bustling seaside atmosphere.  
But there is one fact about Thanet - its deprivation and lack of social
mobility. As both ministers - Rt Hon Michael Gove MP, Secretary of
State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities and Jeremy
Pocklington, Permanent Secretary, Department for Levelling up,
Housing and Communities would be able to tell you.  
Thanet has the second highest child poverty rates in the south of
England and the highest in Kent, according to a report released by
Loughborough University on behalf of coalition End Child Poverty.  

According to the research some 37% of youngsters aged under 16
on the isle are living below the poverty line after housing costs –
equating to 9943 children. The ‘poverty line’ is defined as household
income (adjusted to account for household size,) that  is less than
60% of the median income.  

The area consistently ranks high in UK-wide studies of poverty - last
month the Social Mobility Commission published the report 'The long
shadow of deprivation,' asking the following: "does growing up in one
town rather than another change your life chances? How unequal are
outcomes between places across the country? And why do these
differences exist?"  






